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| UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
R Wane Tes. ON s&s & 5 gt aR GS 
‘Wesery ec. ves Washington, D.C. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR EXTENSION WORKERS IN BOLL-VEEVIL CONTROL 
nk ? 
M. PP. Jones 1849 7 
Extension Intomologist 
Boll weevils have survived the winter in large nwabers, In 
Florence County; $::C., Government entomologists examined surface trash 
sn the woods near the edges of old cottonfields. They found that 


weevils had survived at the rate 


of 2,995 an acre as compared with 1,869 


weevils an acre a year ago. In surface trash near fields where cott bi 
stalks were cut early in the fall of 1941, only 97 weevils an acre 

survived that winter, The grower who picked his cotton early and. cut his 
stalks during September had less than one~nineteenth as many weevils at 

the beginning of the season as his neighbor who allowed his stalks to stand. 
until they were killed by frost. 

In Madison Parish, La., Government entomolos cistsirenorted finding 
750 weevils an acre in surface trash during March, This number was about 
twice that in 1942. The survival this year is’ gyeater than any of the past 
eight years, except 1941. / 

No doubt weevils are already coming into your cotton. Do you know 
where to loot for then? Better go into the fields near he woods or along 
that vevine some warm day when the sun is bright and 9° .e the tons of the 
young cotton plants, Txamine the field in several You will probably 
find the weevils most abundant around the edges of the 1d clese to where 
they snent the winter. When you find enough weevils to average about 25 to 


the scre, it would be well to po 


’ 


ison at least the part of the field where the 
ii - 


weevils are most abundant. 

Calcium arsenate is the best material to use. If you put it on 
the young cotton, either in the dust form or as a MO”, it will kill the 
weevils. Monping is a little cheaper, but ieerffect1 ive only while the 

eevils are in the tops of the eee before the squares become abundant, 

This practice is in use in somo of > Southeastern States, If vou prepare 
for dusting early in the season you sae bs randy to dust any time during 
the summer when weevils are threatening, Somotiines they ea in their 
winter quarters until after cotton is squaring freely and then cone out to 
tho fields too late for presquare poisoning, That is what esau in 
South Carolina in 1941 and nrobably in othor Sovtnsastern mda es. More than 
half the weavils came to the fields after presquare poiso: ving was over. 
People who dustcod their cotton properly during the summer si their crop, 

Tyo to three nounds of calcium arsenate to tho acre used cither as a 


dust or in a monping mixture is sufficient while the plants are small or in 
the prvsquare stage, It is difficult to moke this small amount of calciun 
arsenate cust cover an acre of cotton unless the calciun arsenate is diluted 
with equal parts of l’me or sulfur. 
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Calcium arsenate can be annlied economically and affectively fron a 


See 


mechanical duster, If no mechanical duster is availabls for use on the small 


plants early in the season, a less effective duster to meet the present 
iergency war bs made from a tin can by munching holss in the bottom, A 


en 
sugar sock may also be used, After these containers ars filled, they are 
hale over the »lant and a sudden downward and then woward jeri rsle2ases a 


small cloud of dust, 


For mooning, a voison siruwo may be made by mixing 1 yound of calciun 
senate, 1 gallon of molasses, and 1 gallon of water, This simzp may be 
lauved or i.oned on the plants by the use of a niece of croker or feed sack 
1 onto the end of a stick, The part of the sack which extends about 


a, 
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4 inches beyond the end of the stick may be cut into ribbons 1+1 /2 Cowie 
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de, Monning will not control weevils after the cotton begins 
ing freely, and as the cotton grows larger, the tin can aud sack 
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rs becoiue less effective, 
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